LOOSE ENDS

In this two-person game of strategy, each player has a complete set of sixteen rombiks. The
players take turns. At each turn, a player places one rombik inside the tray, in a position that
is compatible with a completed Circle Tiling. Whoever places the last rombik wins.

LOOSE ENDS is a short game, requiring only a few minutes of play. In successive games, the
players take turns going first, in order to eliminate any possible advantage to the second player.

Try to place some of your rombiks in positions that create holes bordered either by rombiks or
by both rombiks and one or more edges of the tray. If a hole accommodates one or more of
your remaining rombiks but none of your adversary's, it is called a haven. An effective strategy
is to block your adversary's efforts to create his own havens while you're making one or more
havens for yourself.

Ladders

A Ladder is a connected strip of rombiks that contains a total of seven
rhombs: one square and two of each of the other three thombic
shapes. Each of the three non-square rhombs occurs twice —once
leaning to the left and once to the right.

A monochrome ladder is composed of all the rombiks of one subset.
The awkward subset forms forty-eight different ladders; the
graceful subset forms ninety-six.

Ladder matching

Any two graceful subsets can form exactly two different pairs
of matched ladders, like the yellow-green pairs at the right.
Both keystones lean to the same side in one pair; they lean to
opposite sides in the other. Try to find the two matched ladder
pairs for yellow-red and green-red pairings.

(Hint: in any ladder of a matched pair, all of the rombiks are
either face up or face down.)

The awkward subset can form only one pair of matched ladders

The t llow-
with each graceful subset. Find these three matched pairs. RN DA Tt

matched pairs of ladders

Special ladders in a Circle Tiling

a. Place a symmetrical monochrome ladder inside the tray, and then complete a Circle Tiling with
the remaining rombiks.

b. Place a pied ladder (using four differently colored rombiks) inside the tray, and then
complete a Circle Tiling with the remaining rombiks.




